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How a zebra appears ‘ How Mister Ed appears
on color TV on black-and-white TV

Click the button below to contrast the appearance of a Grevy's zebra on black-and-white televisions

with its appearance on color televisions.

Zebras are noticeably smaller than horses, so the set used for Mister Ed's stable was constructed using
forced perspective (the same technique employed on Disneyland's Main Street) to make it appear
larger than it really was (and thus make Mister Ed appear larger than he really was as well). This
gimmick also helped to mask the fact that Alan Young, the series' star, was only a diminutive 5'4" tall.
Since a zebra's gait is distinctively different than a horse's, the rare episodes that called for scenes of
Mister Ed running were filmed in long shots using real horses, a practice which has lead to the
mistaken claim (cited in several fan-related publications and web sites) that a zebra was occasionally
used on the show as a "stunt double.” (In later years a Palomino horse named Bamboo Harvester would
often be erroneously identified as having been the Mister Ed, but this horse was in fact only used for
promotional appearances and publicity stills; it never actually appeared in the TV series.)
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