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What kinds of toys do you see? A Ball, a doll, a set of toy blocks, Lego, cars, kite,
monopoly, play-doh, dollhouse, army men, a

train, a plane, a hula hoop, tea sets ...

Is there a section that is supposed to be for boys? | Yes, I see a section for boys/girls. The section of
Is there a section that is supposed to be for girls? | girls is pink; The section for boys is blue. Or, I see
How do you know? lots of cars and this is a section for boys. I see a

lot of dolls and obviously that’s a section for girls.

What section do you like to go to first? I choose pink section/blue section./ I go to the

section for girls/section for boys.

What toy have you chosen? I've chosen a ball/a doll/a car...
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What is the objective of the commercial?

What product is the commercial trying to sell?

Who is the audience for the product the

commercial tries to sell?

How these two commercials for the same product
differ from each other? (Students note down

their answers.)

To sell product.

“Moonsand”

Children.

Ss should be very specific here, considering

gender, age etc. First one is for boys and the

other one is for girls. The age group is 5-9.
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How do you know?

the advertiser does two different

Why

commercials for one product?

How does the commercial author get ideas about
what boys vs. girls are “supposed” to like and play

with?

It’'s very easy. They differ from each other by

colour, voice, toys/accessories. The first
commercial is for boys, because we can see
trucks, building and knocking things down,
colours are mostly grey and orange; We hear
man’s voice.

The second commercial is for girls because we
can see mermaids, molding shapes, princesses;

colours are mostly pink. We hear woman’s voice.

To reach each gender.

It is something that we all learn from our parents
or society. What we know is that a boy or a girl
enjoys playing certain games or doing certain
activities. We know that it doesn’t fit into gender
norms when a little boy chooses a doll over a
truck or a little girl opts for cowboys over
princesses. We all know how girls/boys are
supposed to behave; what they are supposed to
like/dislike; how they are supposed to look, think
and feel; what they are supposed to be good at.
And the Commercial authors are the parts of our

society. They know these things very well.




Do you think there should be a boy toy and girl | Yes, there should be. When children grow up
toy? Give reasoning. Why is it important boys | they have to become the members of the society
and girls feel comfortable with all the toys they | where everybody (men/women) has their roles.
would like to play? They start learning taking their gender roles from
their childhood. Toys focused on role play allow

them to practice social skills.
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Should toys be gender neutral or segregated | I believe toys should be gender neutral. I'll share
along gender lines? my experience about this issue. My friend (a boy)
wants to be a prestigious clothes designer and he
draws and makes patterns for the girl and boy
dolls. I always had an idea to buy dolls for his
birthday present. But it’s impossible to find dolls
without labeling “for girls”. Frankly speaking,

I've never thought about this issue beyond. Even



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9_uvButOYI

I could not understand clearly that there was a
problem somewhere. I thought it was me and my
choice labeling or not labeling the toys. I knew
the opinion of our society that for example a boy
playing with dolls is not perceived as a normal
child.

Toy stores make decisions what I have to buy,
not me. Now I see where the problem is and how
to change the situation for the better. I clearly
see the necessity and utility of existence of

gender neutral toys.

What should companies do to make toys that all
kids feel comfortable playing with? Describe

concrete steps of making changes.

The companies and toy stores should remove
sections for boys and girls. Using different colors
of packaging can help with that. They should ban
gender based labeling of packaging as well. We
the

have to inform companies and give

recommendations. We can write a letter

addressed to the maker of the toys.
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To:

Subject:

Dear Sir or Madam,

I'm writing on the subject of (purpose of the letter)

Firstly, I would advise you (write about gender desegregation of the toys)

Secondly, I recommend that (write about the commercial)

Finally,

Closing remarks: (ex: I trust you will accept this advice/I assume you will replace)

With best wishes/regards/yours sincerely/your faithfully,

Your name
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http://www.everydayfamily.com/gender-toys-does-it-really-matter/

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/12/toys-are-more-divided-by-gender-now-than-

they-were-50-years-ago/383556/

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jill-topol/the-gender-bias-world-of-toys b 6370416.html

http://mediasmarts.ca/digital-media-literacy/media-issues/marketing-consumerism/how-marketers-

target-kids

http://www.lettoysbetoys.org.uk/why-it-matters/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9 uvButOY]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF1j22x-yU8

http://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/pdfs/lesson-

plan/Lesson Exposing Gender Stereotypes.pdf

http://www.tolerance.org/supplement/think-outside-box-grades-3-5
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